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referred to the work in "behalf of free silver
throughout the country and expressed his will-
ingness to cooperate with it at all times.281

During July free silver meetings were held
in Des Homes, and among the speakers were
General Weaver and Congressman William J.
Bryan of Nebraska. These meetings were a
part of the silver propaganda which had its
chief source in the silver-mining States of the
Far West. There was a national organization
known as the American Bi-metallie League
which was closely associated with the Populist
party. During 1893 meetings were held at
Washington in February, at Chicago in August,
and at St. Louis in October. The session at
Chicago reported forty-two States and Terri-
tories represented and eight hundred and ten
delegates in attendance. Bryan was associated
with this agitation, and in connection with it he
gained the experience that enabled him in 1896
to carry the Democratic convention by storm
with his "Cross of Q-old" speech. There was
widespread dissatisfaction among the people of
the West and South, due to the economic condi-
tions of the period, and the free silver orators
were eagerly listened to when they presented
their panacea.282

While in Detroit in August it appears that
General Weaver was interviewed by a repre-
sentative of the Detroit Free Press in the